depressed, while the smoky turbulent mass flattens itself down while gently gliding out sidewise from London. Some such action as that, I think, would account for the sinking of the turbulent smoky canopy to a smoothed and lowered sheet and for vision being free at a level which was smoky before. Probably too there would be a gentle wind, not a perfect calm in the air high up, and thus new pure air would replace some lofty air slightly vitiated with smoke.
23.    ON SMOKY FOGS.   (Second Paper.)
[From NortJiern Whig of Dec. 6, 1870.]
THE third joint meeting of the [Belfast] Natural History and Philosophical Society and the Naturalists' Field Club, for the session 1870-71, was held in the Museum, on Wednesday evening, the 30th November. The chair was occupied by the President of the Natural History and Philosophical Society, Robert Patterson, F.RS. Dr James Thomson offered some remarks on Smoky Fog.
Many persons in Belfast will remember having noticed the air in their houses on Saturday evening last, the 26th of November, as being in an excessively smoky condition. People in many cases at first thought the smoke pervading their apartments and staircases was coming from some of the fires within their own house. But this idea was dispelled when they found their chimneys drawing just as well as usual; and the truth became apparent that Belfast was enveloped in a densely smoky fog. It cannot be supposed that the fog itself could continue to exist in the air after entrance into the well-warmed apartments in houses, as it would instantly dissolve away under the influence of the warmth ; but certainly the smoke remained most disagreeably evident, apparent to the eyes, and perceived almost suffocatingly in the throat. At that time on a Saturday evening the mill chimneys must have ceased to emit their usual smoke, and the dwelling-houses would be only giving off about their usual quantity. What, then, could be the reason why the air of the town should at that particular time be ten-fold, fifty-fold, or, perhaps, a hundred-fold as smoky as usual ? Mere calmness of the atmosphere would not suffice to account for such excessive